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Sutajova & Onufrak: Elections of the Chairman of the Kosice self-governing region in 2022

1. Introduction

This study deals with the election of the Chairman of the KoSice Self-Governing Region
(hereinafter KSK). In the study, the authors follow the paper by Sutajova and Onufrak
(2024), in which they focused on the research on the election of the Council of KoSice Self-
Governing Region. The authors of this study intend to identify and highlight the
specificities that exist in this type of elections in KSK; furthermore, the gender, age,
educational and occupational composition of the candidates who ran for the post of
chairman of the region, as well as the electoral behaviour within the 11 districts and 440
municipalities of the region.

Particular attention was paid to those municipalities of the region in which,
according to the 2021 Census, at least 15% of the population belonged to the Hungarian
national minority (SO SR 2021).3 The largest concentration of persons belonging to this
national minority inhabits the border districts of the region bordering Ukraine and
Hungary. Specifically, the districts of Michalovce, TrebiSov, KoSice - okolie and RozZiava.
In this context, however, it should be said that although in the 2022 regional elections
there were as many as three political parties representing the interests of the Hungarian
minority - Alliance (Szovetség/Aliancia), Hungarian Forum (Madarské férum/Magyar
Forum) and the Hungarian Christian Democratic Alliance (Mad'arskd
krestanskodemokratickd aliancia/Magyar Kereszténydemokrata Szdvetség) — not one of
them ran its own candidate for the post of Chairman of the KSK. In the case of Rastislav
Trnka, it was a joint candidate of a broad right-wing coalition of which the Alliance was a
part.

On the basis of the above, it can be concluded that the main objective of this study
is to characterise the candidates for the KSK chairmanship in the 2022 regional elections
in terms of gender, age, education and occupation. Given the set objectives, we also asked
the following research questions: (1) What was the number of electoral votes for each
candidate within the KSK region and in each KSK district?; (2) What was the number of
municipalities in which individual candidates won, and what was the influence of the
factor of the candidate's permanent residence on the election of the KSK Chairman?; and
(3) What influence did the nationality factor have on the election of the KSK Chairman?4

The study consists of six parts. After the introduction, the second part deals with a
brief review of the literature on regional elections in Slovakia and the Czech Republic. In
the third part of the study, the authors discuss the legislative anchoring of the election of
regional chairmen and changes in the legislation. The fourth part of the study is devoted

3 The total number of persons (according to the 2021 census) belonging to the Hungarian national minority
within the region was 66,210 persons, which in percentage terms represented a share of 8.46% (SO SR
2021).

4Through the success rate of individual candidates in municipalities where the Hungarian national minority
makes up at least 15% of the population.
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to the basic characteristics of the KSK. The fifth part of the study deals with the
characterisation of the candidates for the KSK chairmanship in terms of gender, age,
education and occupation and the analysis of the results of the KSK chairmanship
elections. The conclusion of the study summarises the findings and suggests further
research possibilities.

2. Literature review

Although electoral issues have received a fair amount of attention from the scientific
community in both Slovakia and the Czech Republic, the number of scholarly papers that
address regional elections is lower than for other types of elections. To a large extent, this
is also related to the fact that, together with European Parliament elections, regional
elections attract the least interest not only from the general public, but from the
researchers as well (Reif and Schmitt 1980; Schakel 2017; Miiller 2018; Majcherkiewicz
2018). Based on the Krivy (2009) research, the author describes both of these elections
as “unimportant”. Other authors - for example, Saradin (2008), Brtnik and Havlik (2009),
Havlik and Hoskovec (2009), Saradin (2012), Dolny (2014), Vasat and Cermak (2016),
Sarovec (2017), Majcherkiewicz (2018), Marusiak (2018), Hajek (2020) or Sutajova and
Onufrak (2024) - consider them to be second-order choices, drawing on Reif and
Schmitt's (1980) concept. According to Saradin (2007), the specificity of the second-order
elections lies mainly in the fact that the legislative and executive bodies are not decided
at the national level. Both Hajek (2020) and Maskarinec (2018a) in their papers pointed
to the low voter turnout in these elections.

Among the scientific papers that have addressed regional elections in Slovakia in
general terms, one can mention a number of papers by (co-)researchers of the Institute
for Public Affairs (e.g. MeseZnikov 2009; MeseZnikov, 2017; Kollar and MeseZnikov 2001;
Kollar et al. 2006; Meseznikov 2001, 2006a, 2006b, 2010; Krivy 2010) to mention a
number of others (e.g., Machyniak 2018; Bardovi¢ and Mihalik 2023; Bardovi¢ 2024).
Other authors have offered more specific approaches in their papers, focusing, for
example, on the issue of low voter turnout and the associated low legitimacy of elected
representatives. Marusiak (2018), Horvath and Urc (2021) or Bardovi¢ (2023) have
pointed to this aspect in their papers. In addition, MaruSiak (2018) has pointed to another
specificity in the context of regional elections in Slovakia, namely the process of forming
pre-election coalitions. Vojtovic (2023) also drew attention to this dimension in his paper.
Sutajova (2018) and Rybai (2019), in their turn, focused their research on the rise of
independent candidates and their success rate. The effect of the impact of the alphabetical
order of candidates on the list of candidates on the election results was in turn addressed
by Spac et al. (2016).
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The legislative dimension of regional elections in Slovakia has been pointed out
papers primarily by Domin (2018), Orosz et al. (2015) and, marginally, by Onufrak
(2022b). In his commentaries Domin (2018) has analysed the various provisions of the
Electoral Code in detail, linking them to both national and international legislation. The
collective of authors led by Orosz (2015) discussed regional elections with an emphasis
on the historical context. According to Onufrdk (2022b), this was a reflection on the
development of electoral legislation in the context of constitution-making processes.

The merger of regional and local elections, which occurred legislatively in 2017
and for the first time in practice in the 2022 joint elections, was responded to by several
authors in their papers (Domin 2017; Horvath and Urc 2021; Ivancik 2021; Onufrak
2022a). In their conclusions, the authors agreed that the merger of elections can be
confusing for voters and in practice will bring several complications, either in the actual
election selection or later in the vote counting. On the other hand, the aforementioned
authors mentioned increased participation in regional elections as a positive effect of the
merger of elections, which has also been realised in practice.

The majority of authors in their papers on regional elections focused on the
analysis of results in all regions in the Slovak Republic. Some of the research papers have
focused on a selected self-governing region. In this context, the following papers can be
mentioned: Dolny (2014), HruSovsky (2015), Mikus et al. (2016), Krno (2018), Koptnek
(2018), Melus (2018), Onufrak (2018) or Sutajova and Onufrak (2024).

3. Legislative anchoring of the election of chairmen of self-governing
regions

The original version of the Constitution of the Slovak Republic assumed that second-tier
local authorities, i.e., self-government on the level of higher territorial units (hereinafter
HTU), would be established. However, the actual constitutional opportunity to create a
full-fledged system of second-tier local authorities only came after the “major”
amendment to the Constitution of 2001 - the constitutional law No. 90/2001 Coll., which
amended the law of the Constitution of the Slovak Republic No. 460/1992 Coll. of 23
February 2001 as amended (Leskova 2021; Onufrak 2022b).

With the adoption of Act No. 302/2001 Coll. on self-government of higher
territorial units (Act on Self-Governing Regions), the second tier of territorial self-
government was established. Higher territorial units (HTU) were established and named
after the respective regions and their territories (Niziiansky 2002; Sutajova 2008).

Subsequently, the key laws governing the legal position of HTU self-government
including Act No. 303/2001 Coll. on elections to the bodies of self-governing regions
amending the code of civil procedure were approved. In fact, this Act laid the foundation
for the implementation of Art. 69, Par. 4 and 5 of the Constitution of the Slovak Repubilic,
which address the (elected) bodies pertaining to HTU. These include the Chairman of the
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higher territorial unit and Council of the higher territorial unit. Act No. 303/2001 Coll. on
Elections to the bodies of self-governing regions largely incorporated or copied the
provisions from Act No. 346/1990 Coll. on elections to the bodies of municipal self-
governments.

HTU Chairman and council members are elected by citizens with permanent
residence in the territory of the regional-self-government and hold their office for four
years. Elections are held based on universal, equal, and direct suffrage and take the form
of a secret ballot. Citizens of the Slovak Republic with permanent residence in the
territory of the respective HTU who are at least 18 years old have the active right to vote.
To be elected as the HTU Chairman, the candidate must be at least 25 years old on the day
of elections. On the ballot paper for the election of the chairman of the self-governing
region, the voter circles the serial number of only one candidate. The candidate with the
highest number of valid votes obtained becomes the Chairman of the Region. The electoral
commission publishes the results in the usual place as well as on the HTU website. The
candidate elected as the HTU Chairman receives a certificate of election from the electoral
commission. (Act No. 303/2001 Coll.)

As in the case of the elections to the municipal self-government bodies, these
elections are open not only for candidates who are members of political parties or their
coalitions, but also independent candidates. The majority principle was originally applied
in these elections; however, it requires an absolute majority, as in the Slovak presidential
elections, instead of a relative majority, which is required in municipal elections. The
candidate who obtains an absolute majority of the valid votes cast in the first round is
elected. If no candidate obtains an absolute majority of the votes in the first round, two
candidates with the most votes proceed to the second round of elections. The candidate
who obtains more votes in the second round is elected (see Mihalik 2017; Onufrak 2022a;
Bardovic¢ 2024). This Act was amended twice. These rules governed the regional elections
in 2001, 2005, 2009, and 2013. According to the wording of the new Electoral Act No.
180/2014 Coll. on the conditions for exercising the right to vote and on amendments and
supplements to certain acts from 2014, regional elections have been held so far in 2017
and 2022.

At the beginning of 2017, the constitutional law No. 44/2017 Coll. amending the
Constitution of the Slovak Republic No. 460/1992 Coll. of 2 February 2017 was adopted.
Art. 154e (1) of the Constitution of the Slovak Republic provides that the term of office for
HTU council members and HTU Chairmen elected in 2017 will be five years
(Constitutional law No. 44/2017 Coll.). The extension of the term of office from four to
five years was supposed to only apply to the 2017 elections. The four-year term of office
will apply in all subsequent elections. The reason for the change was the legislators' desire
to increase voter turnout in regional elections and also to reduce financial costs.
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On 21 March 2017, Act No. 69/2017, which amended Act No. 180/2014 Coll. on
the conditions for the exercise of voting rights as amended, was adopted. By adopting this
Act, specifically by removing Section 162, the second round of HTU chairman elections
was cancelled. This was a fundamental change in the electoral rules. De jure, it was a
transition from an absolute majority electoral system for the chairmen of self-governing
regions to a relative majority electoral system. On the same day, Act No. 73/2017 Coll.
was adopted. The legislative amendment brought about a number of fundamental
changes. In addition to the fact that candidates were able to stand in more than one type
of election and thus increase their chances of success, the time for holding elections was
shortened by two hours; the increase in the number of ballot papers from two to four and,
in the case of KoSice, up to six, and the associated increased error rate at several levels (in
filling in ballot papers, dropping them into the ballot box, counting and processing the
results); the enormous human and technical commitment of all the forces involved in the
processes involved in preparing, organising and ensuring the peaceful conduct of the
elections; on the positives and negatives of this change see e.g. Domin (2017), Horvath
and Urc (2021), Ivancik (2021), Onufrak (2022a, 2022b) or Bardovic (2023, 2024).

The first joint elections to the municipal and regional self-government bodies were
held on Saturday, 29 October 2022 on the basis of the Decision of the Speaker of the
National Council of the Slovak Republic No. 209/2022 of 8 June 2022 (Ministry of Interior
of the Slovak Republic - Mol SR 2022).

4. Basic characteristics of the KoSice self-governing region

The KoSice Self-Governing Region has an area of 6,754 km2, which represents 13.77% of
the area of the Slovak Republic. From the viewpoint of territorial-administrative division,
KSK consists of 11 districts with 440 self-governing municipalities, 17 of which are cities.
The city of KoSice has a specific position pursuant to Act. of the Slovak National Council
No.401/1990 Coll. on KoSice city as amended. The specificity of the city of KoSice, as one
of two cities in Slovakia, is that it consists of 22 urban districts. Only one other city in
Slovakia has a similar status with urban districts, and that is the capital city, Bratislava.

From the demographic point of view, KSK is the second most populous region in
Slovakia. According to the census of 2021, the total number of citizens with permanent
residence in KSK as of 1 January 2021 was 782,216. Of these, 48.86% were men and
51.14% were women (SO SR 2021). KoSice is the largest city of the KSK with a population
of 229,040 inhabitants. The population of KoSice accounts for 31% of the total population
of the respective region (SO SR 2021).

As for its ethnic composition, most KSK citizens claim Slovak nationality (80.22%).
Among ethnic minorities, most citizens claim Hungarian nationality - 66,210 (8.46%).
This group of citizens are concentrated mainly in the southern districts of the region along
the border with Hungary, specifically, in the districts Michalovce, TrebiSov, KoSice - okolie
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and Roznava.

For the election of the Chairman of the KSK, the territory of the region is a single-
mandate constituency. The total number of polling districts within the region was 861
during the last elections (Table 1).

Table 1. The overall results of the regional elections to the KSK bodies in 2022

District

Results of the B
elections to the bodies %’ i
= o 2
of KSK _ = - S g . 8 = >
— = _ = « o > ] g o
8 3 8 8 8 = = I [ = 2 =
iz iz iz iz iz E S 5 b 2 8 |
2 < = = ™ 8 s = 3 & = e
Number of
. 6 8 2 6 114 20 78 62 47 36 82 461
municipalities
Number of polling
o 58 60 26 54 149 32 131 88 52 82 129 861
districts

Number of voters
listed on the electoral | 55,802 | 66,246 | 24,063 | 48,567 | 99,769 23,716 87,078 | 47,384 18,137 74,772 | 81,661 | 627,195
rolls

Number of voters that

ted 17,026 | 19,563 | 6,576 | 16,130 | 46,194 | 10,479 | 36,815 | 20,776 | 10,895 | 30,077 | 34,469 | 249,000
vote

Voter turnout in % 30.51 | 29.53 27.33 33.21 46.30 44.19 42.28 43.85 60.07 40.22 42.21 39.70
Number of envelopes
submitted

Number of valid votes
submitted to the
elections of the

16,968 | 19,439 | 6,560 | 16,054 | 45,831 10,444 36,702 20,635 10,885 29,660 | 34,334 | 247,512

16,175 | 18,341 | 6,212 | 15,173 | 38,370 8,842 32,348 16,786 9,236 24,325 | 29,273 | 215,081

Chairman

Source: SO SR (2022)

The total number of voters on the electoral rolls pertaining to KSK regional elections of
2022 was 627,195 (SO SR 2022). 249,000 voters turned out. The voter turnout in KSK
(39.70%) was the second lowest from all self-governing regions. The highest voter
turnout (Figure 1) was observed in district Sobrance (60.07%) while the lowest was
observed in district KoSice III (only 27.33%).

Figure 1. Voter turnout in KSK districts

Source: SO SR (2022)
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It is pleasing to note that, with the exception of one district (KoSice I), in all other districts
there has been a percentage increase in voter turnout compared to the previous regional
elections (Table 2).

Table 2. The turnout in regional elections to the KSK 2017 a 2022 (%)

District

Voter turnout

Spisska Nova Ves

KoSice - okolie
Gelnica
Michalovce
RoZnava
Sobrance
TrebiSov

KoSice IV
Total

Kosice |
Kosice 11
Kosice III

Elections 2017 | 31.08 | 27.08 | 24.33 | 29.76 | 25.53 25.80 25.82 24.06 36.29 24.67 26.25 26.73
Elections 2022 | 30.51 | 29.53 | 27.33 | 33.21 | 46.30 44.19 42.28 43.85 60.07 40.22 42.21 39.70
Difference -0.57 | 2.45 3.00 3.45 20.77 18.39 16.46 19.79 23.78 15.55 15.96 12.97

Source: SO SR (2022), authors’ calculations

5. Elections of the chairman of the KoSice self-governing region in
2022

A total of 12 candidates (hereinafter ca) ran for the post of KSK Chairman. Ten of them
mentioned KoSice as their place of residence. Half of them (5) were from the KoSice II
district. The remaining two candidates for the chairmanship of the region - namely
Monika Sofiya Soroc¢inova and Viliam Zahorc¢ak - had their permanent residence in the
district of Michalovce. Thus, the interest of candidates from the centre significantly
outweighs the interest of candidates from the periphery. In terms of gender composition,
there were 11 men and only one woman running for KSK Chairman (Table 3).>

Table 3. Gender composition of candidates to the KSK Chairman

District
wv
Q
) >
£ e
Gender & I 5
— = > © > < o Z >
— = =] = ) - S g 5} « >
) ) ) ) ) S = = = 2 >N
=} (=} o =} O = o ] = 1] —
= = = = = = = s = A = <
’8 2 ’8 z z 3 2 S 5 2 2 S
N M X X X &) = ~ %) [92) = =
ca ed|ca ed|ca ed|[ca ed|ca ed|ca ed|ca ed|ca ed|ca ed|ca ed|[ca ed]|ca ed
Males 3 1|5 1 1 1 11 1
Females 1 1
Total 3 1 5 1 1 2 12 1

Source: SO SR (2022), authors’ calculations

5 In the previous regional elections, the number of female candidates for the post of KSK Chairman was also
relatively low: 3 of 24 candidates (2001), 3 of 9 candidates (2005), 0 of 9 candidates (2009), 1 of 10
candidates (2013), 1 of 15 candidates (2017), 1 of 12 candidates (2022) (SO SR).
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In terms of the age composition of the candidates for KSK Chairman, the highest number
of candidates was in the 31-40 and 41-50 age groups. In each of these groups, three
candidates ran for the mandate. The candidate from the first mentioned age group became
the elected Chairman of KSK. The 51-60 and 71+ age groups were each represented by
two candidates. The remaining two candidates were in the 18-30 and 61-70 age groups
(Table 4).

Table 4. Age composition of candidates to the KSK Chairman

District
3
2 >
'S g T
Y Q ©
Age = = > ° g g 2 . e
—= = = = ! r:s 5 g 2 @ 5 B
8 8 8 8 8 8 < <} < 2z 2 =
= = = — = = =] = v a =
2 2 2 2 2 3 < S 2 2 2 c
=z =z =z 2 z S s = 3 & = 2
ca ed|{ca ed|ca ed|{ca ed|ca ed|ca ed|ca ed|ca ed|ca ed|ca ed|ca ed| ca ed
18-30 1 1
31-40 2 1 1 3 1
41-50 2 1 3
51-60 1 1 2
61-70 1 1
Over 71 2 2
Total 3 1|5 1 1 2 12 1

Source: SO SR (2022), authors’calculations

In terms of the educational composition of the candidates for the KSK chairmanship, of
the 12 candidates, five listed more than one academic degree, another five listed one
academic degree, and two candidates listed no academic degree. The most frequently
mentioned titles were Engineer (Ing.) and Master (Mgr./Mag.). The candidate with the
title Ing. (Rastislav Trnka) was elected (hereinafter ed) as the incoming KSK Chairman.

Two candidates who had previously worked at the University also ran for the
position of KSK Chairman, one with the academic title of Professor (Prof.) and the other
with the academic title of Associate Professor (Doc.). Notably, the first candidate was a
former Rector of the Technical University in KoSice (Table 5).

In terms of occupation, three candidates for the KSK chairmanship indicated a
profession that we have classified in the field of Economics and Management. Within the
field of Executive and Legislative, two candidates were members of the National Council
of the Slovak Republic. Another two candidates worked in Local Government, and two
others listed the profession of Entrepreneur. The remaining three candidates worked in
Education and Training, Social Science Professions and Technical Professions. In the case
of one candidate (Juraj Durove) it was more difficult to classify his occupation into a
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specific field, as the candidate could - due to certain specifics - be classified into several

occupational fields (Table 6).6

Table 5. Educational composition of candidates to the KSK Chairman

District
%]
L
2 =>
_— T
2 3 5
— = = > [ z
Academic degree | S o o ° T = g = h] E
ks ks k] k] 3] = = R © v = =
™ ™ W W ™ S = = 3 & = =
ca ed|ca ed|ca ed|{ca ed|{ca ed|{ca ed|ca ed|ca ed|ca ed|ca ed|ca ed|ca ed
No degree 1 1 2
Bachelor (Bc.) 1 1
Master (Mgr./Mag.) 1 1 1 2 5
Engineer 1 113 1 5 1
(Ing.)
Law and Public 2 2
Admin. (LL.M., DPA)
Total 3 1[5 3 1 3 15 1
MBA/MPH/MPA 2
Phil. Doctor 1 1
(PhD/CSc)
Doctor of Science 1 1
(DrSc.)
Assoc. Professor 1 1
(Doc.)
Professor (Prof.) 1 1

Source: SO SR (2022), authors’ calculations

As for the twelve candidates, the two best known and most distinctive candidates were set
for success from the very beginning of the election campaign: the incumbent KSK
Chairman Rastislav Trnka, who was standing for the coalition consisting of parties
Christian Democratic Movement, Alliance, Mayors and Independent Candidates, Chance,
Democratic Party (Krestanskodemokratické hnutie, Szévetség - Aliancia, Starostovia
a nezavisli kandiddti, Sanca, Demokratickd strana), and his opponent, the previous (long-
time) mayor of Michalovce (district city) and member of the NC SR Viliam Zahorc¢ak (Smer
- SD), who was standing for the coalition consisting of Direction-Social Democracy, We Are
the Family, Slovak National Party, Life, Party of Modern Slovakia (Smer — SD, Sme rodina,
Slovenskd ndrodnd strana, Zivot, Strana moderného Slovenska a Ndrodnd

6 On the ballot paper, the candidate had listed professional consultant as his occupation, which is
problematic in itself when trying to place in a specific field. Based on the available information published
on the Internet - both related to the promotion of the candidate during the election campaign and outside it
- and given the candidate's professional focus in the mining sector, we have placed the candidate in the
Technical professions. On the other hand, we are aware that the candidate could also have been included in
the field of Education and Training, since the candidate has worked in the past and, according to the
available information, still works as an associate professor at the Technical University in KoSice. At the same
time - given his retirement age (73 years) - it would have been possible to include the candidate in the field

of Economically Inactive Persons.
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koalicia/Nezavisli kandiddti). In both cases, these were candidates with broad party
support working in local government. The two most successful candidates together won
more than two-thirds of the total vote (66.32%).7

Table 6. Occupational composition of candidates to the KSK Chairman

District
%]
L
[} =
= N
. o >
Occupation = IS S
— = > ; > « g = >
- = - = « < > a g o
[ ) [ ] ] o < =1 5 Y] X0
2 S 2 2 = = = = v =
>0 > >N >N >N = % >N e 42} % 8
=] =] =] =] =] © = o =) = = )
N2 N N2 N2 N2 &) = o~ (%) [42) = =
ca ed|ca ed|ca ed|ca ed|ca ed|ca ed|ca ed|ca ed|ca ed|ca ed|ca ed| ca ed
Executive and
A 2 2
Legislative
elf-
S 1 1 1 2 1
government
Entrepreneur 2 2
Economics and 1 1 1 3
Management
Education and 1 1
Training
ial
Soc 1 1
Sciences
Technical
. 1 1
Professions
Total 3 1|5 1 1 2 12 1

Source: SO SR (2022), authors’ calculations

They were closely followed by four candidates running for: (1) the political party Voice -
Social Democracy (Hlas - socidlna demokracia), Rébert Suja; (2) a broad coalition of
political parties led by Ordinary People and Independent Personalities (Obycajni Iudia
a nezdvislé osobnosti), Erik Narjas; (3) and (4) two independent candidates (Juraj Sinay
and Monika Sofiya Soroc¢inova). The number of votes cast in favour of these candidates
ranged from 10 to 15 thousand.

In the case of the remaining six candidates, their chances of victory appeared
minimal right from the beginning. Five of them were nominees of political parties with
relatively low political clout - Socialisti.sk, Slovak Minority Initiative, Republic Movement,
Principle, People’s Party Our Slovakia (Socialisti.sk, Slovenskd iniciativa mensin, Republika,
Princip a LS Nase Slovensko) and one candidate ran as an independent (Vladislav Stanko).
The number of votes cast for these candidates in the elections ranged from 2.5 to 5
thousand (Table 7). In the case of Ivan Hriczko, Toma$ Janco and Monika Sofiya
Sorocinovd, there was a change of party affiliation compared to the 2020 and 2023

parliamentary elections, in which they also stood as candidates.

7 In the context of strategic voting in regional elections in Slovakia, MaSkarinec (2018b) focuses on the two

most successful candidates for chairmen of self-governing regions.
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Table 7. The number of valid votes cast for the candidates for KSK Chairman in the
individual districts

The number of valid votes cast for the candidates for the KSK Chairman in the individual districts

Name and 2
Surname ) >
o\ = ©
(political S ® >
i~ g o
party) - = > o s - ) zZ >
— = = = : < 3 ] S o =4
[permanent o o ) ) ) S =] = = g A
. S 2 = = = = = = = A 2 w
residence] 3@ 3@ 5B 5B 5B £ S N 8 ] © S
o o =] =] o [5) = =] =) (=¥ — o
N N N2 N2 N2 &) = o~ [%5) [45) = =

Juraj Durove [Socialisti.sk

lan

[KoSice- 121 200 50 127 721 | 148 | 359 484 | 151 | 513 750 3,624
Zapad]
in % 0,74 1,09 | 080 | 0,83 1,87 | 167 | 1,10 288 | 1,63 | 210 2,56 1,68

Ivan Hriczko [Slovak Minority Initiative]

[KoSice-Sidl. 122 216 42 128 573 | 103 | 321 223 98 341 378 2,545

KVP]

in % 0,75 117 | 067 | 0,84 1,49 | 1,16 | 0,99 1,32 | 1,06 | 1,40 1,29 1,18
Tomas Janco [Republic Movement]

[KoSice- 357 420 | 138 | 509 | 1016 | 138 | 454 520 | 109 | 657 537 4,855
Nad jazerom]

in % 2,20 228 | 222 | 335 2,64 | 1,56 | 1,40 309 | 1,18 | 270 1,83 2,25

DZemal Kodrazi [Principle]

[KoSice- 141 244 71 125 990 87 410 128 87 462 273 3,018
Myslava]
in % 0,87 133 | 1,14 | 082 258 | 098 | 1,26 | 076 | 094 | 1,89 0,93 1,40

Stanislav Mizik [People’s Party Our Slovakia]

[KoSice-SidL

5 199 169 58 201 690 186 373 409 137 615 379 3,416
Tahanovce]

in % 1,23 0,92 0,93 1,32 1,79 2,10 1,15 2,43 1,48 2,52 1,29 1,58

Erik Narja$ [Ordinary People and Independent Personalities, Nova, Christian Union, Change from Below, For the People,
Democratic Union of Slovakia]

&(:;;g]e—Stare 957 | 1,310 | 388 | 1,105 | 2457 | 265 | 987 | 1,247 | 272 | 1,333 | 1,606 | 11,927

in % 591 7,14 6,24 7,28 6,40 2,99 3,05 7,42 2,94 5,47 5,48 5,54

Juraj Sinay [Independent Candidate / IC]

[KoSice-Sidl. | 4o | 2543 | 844 | 1912 | 2653 | 228 | 873 518 | 240 | 1389 | 962 14 631

KVP

in %] 1526 | 13,86 | 13,58 | 12,60 | 691 | 257 | 2,69 308 | 259 | 571 3,28 6,80
Monika Sofiya Soroc¢inova [Independent Candidate / IC]

[Klokoov] 870 913 | 340 | 794 | 1682 | 214 | 1902 | 549 | 801 | 1143 | 929 | 10137
in % 537 | 497 | 547 | 523 | 438 | 242 | 587 327 | 867 | 4,69 3,17 4,71
Vladislav Stanko [Independent Candidate / IC]

g;‘fgig\‘f;kwh 302 306 | 306 | 291 581 71 339 193 | 120 | 425 305 3239
&rtﬁzno"] 1,86 1,66 | 492 | 1,91 151 | 080 | 1,04 1,14 | 1,29 | 1,74 1,04 1,50

Rébert Suja [Voice - Social Democracy]

[Z';‘gzlg]e' 1435 | 1828 | 609 | 1546 | 2826 | 360 | 1358 | 1163 | 677 | 1546 | 1692 | 15040
in % 887 | 996 | 980 | 10,18 | 7,36 | 407 | 419 | 692 | 733 | 635 | 578 6,99

Rastislav Trnka [Christian Democratic Movement, Alliance, Mayors and Independent Candidates, Chance, Democratic Party]

[KoSice-Staré

Mesto] 7601 8417 | 2641 | 6922 | 21190 | 6555 | 12424 | 10306 | 3679 | 13610 | 17017 | 110362

in % 46,99 45,89 | 42,51 | 45,62 55,22 | 74,13 | 38,40 61,39 | 39,83 | 5595 58,13 51,31

Viliam Zahor¢ak [Direction-Social Democracy, We Are the Family, Slovak National Party, Life, Party of Modern Slovakia (SMS),
National Coalition / Independent Candidates]

[Michalovce] 1601 1775 725 1513 2991 487 | 12548 | 1046 | 2865 | 2291 4 445 32287

in % 9,89 9,67 11,67 9,97 7,79 5,50 38,79 6,23 31,01 9,41 15,18 15,01

Number of 16175 | 18341 | 6212 | 15173 | 38370 | 8842 | 32348 | 16786 | 9236 | 24325 | 29273 | 215081

valid votes

Source: SO SR (2022), authors’calculations
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The unambiguous electoral victory of the incumbent Chairman of the KSK Rastislav Trnka
- despite a number of publicized political scandals - is evidenced not only by the electoral
gain of 110,362 valid votes, which in percentage terms represents 51.31% of all votes cast,
but also by the number of municipalities in which he won.8 Out of a total of 461
municipalities,® the incumbent KSK Chairman Rastislav Trnka managed to win in 396
municipalities, while in three other municipalities he shared the victory with another
candidate (Table 8).

Table 8. The number of municipalities in which the candidate won or drew

The number of municipalities in which the candidate won or drew
3
Name and ° =
Surname 5 'S
(political party) — . 5 § ° 2
—_ = = = . > I 3] o 2
[permanent > ° > ° ° 8 2 = £ 'S 2
residence] & % % % % = 5 kS 5 4 5 =
= 2 2 2 2 & s £ 3 & = e
w diw djw d|w d w diw d{W d{W d|{w d{w d|w d w d
DZemal Kodrazi [Principle]
[Kosice-
Myslava] ! ! 2
Erik Narja$ [Ordinary People and Independent Personalities, Nova, Christian Union, Change from Below, For the People,
Democratic Union of Slovakia]
[KoSice-Staré
Mesto] 1 1
Juraj Sinay [Independent Candidate / IC]
[Kosice-Sidl.
KVP] ! !
Rébert Suja [Voice - Social Democracy]
[KoSice-Zépad] | | | | | 1] | 1 |1 ] | | 2 1
Rastislav Trnka [Christian Democratic Movement, Alliance, Mayors and Independent Candidates, Chance, Democratic Party]
[KoSice-Staré | ¢ 8 2 6 113 1] 20 32 60 1|35 1|34 80 396 3
Mesto]
Viliam Zahor¢ak [Voice - Social Democracy]
[Michalovce] 45 10 1 2 57 1
Number of 6 8 2 6 114 20 78 62 47 36 82 461
municipalities

Source: SO SR (2022), authors’calculations

The only district where Rastislav Trnka failed to win was Michalovce, where Viliam
Zahorcak, the long-time mayor of Michalovce and a member of the National Council of the
Slovak Republic for Smer - SD [Direction - Social Democracy], dominated. Zahorc¢ak
managed to win in 45 of the 78 municipalities within this district, with another 10+1
victories in the neighbouring district of Sobrance. On this basis, it is evident that Viliam
Zahorcak's electoral support was largely determined by the spatial factor. The other four
candidates for the post of KSK Chairman who managed to win in at least one municipality
were Rébert Suja (2+1), DZemal Kodrazi (2), Juraj Sinay (1) and Erik Narjas (0+1).

8 In this context, the most frequently mentioned cases are related to purchases of overpriced thermometers
and trucks for winter and summer maintenance of KSK roads. See for example Hakl (2023).
9 A summary of 423 villages, 16 cities, and 22 KoSice urban districts.
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However, none of these four candidates won in the district where they resided. The
remaining five candidates did not win in any of the municipalities within the region.

Rastislav Trnka managed to win not only within KoSice, KoSice city districts or the
surrounding area, but across the entire region. The voter support for Rastislav Trnka in
individual municipalities ranged from 30 to 90%. In the case of municipalities where at
least 15% of the municipality's population declared themselves to be from the Hungarian
national minority in two consecutive censuses, support for the incumbent Chairman was
even higher - from 55%.

Obviously, cooperation with a political party representing the Hungarian minority
- that seems to appeal to voters of Hungarian nationality - was a strategic decision taken
by Rastislav Trnka’s election team. The authors do not claim that without the support
provided by Alliance (Szévetség - Aliancia), Rastislav Trnka would not have been able to
win the election, but the total number of valid votes in his favour would probably have
been smaller. Therefore, his cooperation with a political party that represents the interests
of a specific ethnic minority on the (at least) regional level seems reasonable.

6. Conclusion

In the conclusion of the study, we can say that from a gender perspective, the range of
candidates was clearly unbalanced. Of the 12 candidates, 11 were men and only one was
a woman. This only confirms the conclusions of other studies carried out in Slovakia
(including regional elections) that the representation of women on candidate lists in
elections is relatively low (Bitusikova 2005; Lorincova 2021; Sutajova and Onufrak 2024).
Such a state of affairs consequently also leads to a low representation of women in politics
(including regional ones). In more than two decades of the existence of self-governing
regions in Slovakia, only one - the Zilina Self-Governing Region - has been headed (for the
second term) by a woman.

In terms of age, the representation of candidates was more or less balanced. Three
candidates each for the chairmanship of the KSK represented the age groups 31-40 and
41-50. Two candidates each represented the age groups 51-60 and over 71. One
candidate each represented the 18-30 and 61-70 age groups. This shows that working-
age candidates between 31 and 50 years of age with some experience were the most
interested in running. The number of younger candidates (under 30) and candidates over
61 is considerably lower compared to the previous age groups. Sutajova and Onufrak
(2024) came to similar conclusions in their study of candidates in the elections to the
KoSice Self-Governing Regional Council.

Regarding the educational composition of the candidates, the most frequently
mentioned academic degrees were Engineer (Ing.) and Master (Mgr./Mag.). In both cases
there were five candidates each, while the candidate with an Ing. degree was elected as
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the new Chairman of the KSK. Two of the candidates came from the university
environment, one of whom was a former university rector.

In terms of professional background, the largest number of candidates for the KSK
chairmanship was in the field of Economics and Management (3). Two candidates each
worked within the fields of Executive and Legislation, Local Government and
Entrepreneur. Ranking within this perspective was the most complicated of all four
perspectives, as some candidates could be placed in more than one field.

In terms of the candidates' chances of success, already at the time of the ongoing
election campaign, the two strongest candidates with broad support from several political
parties were considered to have the best chances. In particular, these were Rastislav
Trnka and Viliam Zahorc¢ak. In both cases these were experienced politicians at regional
or local level. In the case of Rastislav Trnka, the incumbency effect of running again also
played a significant role. The gain of more than 110,000 valid votes for Rastislav Trnka
was so significant that he would have been able to defend the post of chairman of the self-
governing region in the first round of elections, even if there had been a two-round
election. The share of votes for Rastislav Trnka to the total number of votes cast reached
51.31%. The strength of his political mandate is also evidenced by the number of victories
within the municipalities. In total, he managed to win in 396 municipalities out of a total
of 461, and in another three he shared the victory with another candidate. This means
that Rastislav Trnka dominated across the entire region, with the exception of the
Michalovce district, where the majority of voters tended to side with his opponent, Viliam
Zahorcak. In this case, it is possible to clearly identify the territorial electoral support for
a particular candidate, who is a long-time mayor of the district city of Michalovce. The
remaining ten candidates can be divided into two groups. While the four of the first group
received between 10 and 15 thousand votes in the elections, the six candidates from the
second group managed to reach voters in the range of 2.5 to 5 thousand. In their case, the
factor of permanent residence did not play a significant role.

On the other hand, we draw attention to the fact that as many as 10 out of the 12
candidates claimed to be permanent residents of KoSice, while only two claimed to be
permanent residents outside the regional city. Such a disproportion in favour of
candidates from the regional city, de facto, indicates a certain lack of interest in the
management of the region on the part of political elites from outside the regional city.

Voter support for Rastislav Trnka at the level of the entire region ranged from 30
to 90%. In the case of municipalities where the Hungarian national minority is
represented by at least 15%, the lower limit of support for Rastislav Trnka rose even
higher - over 55%. Obviously, the national factor had an impact on the overall winner of
the regional elections for the post of KSK Chairman and should be taken into account in
the next (as well as future) regional elections.
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Although the present study deals with the election of the chairman in only one self-
governing region, and each of the self-governing regions in Slovakia has its own
specificities, the conclusions of the study may be applicable not only within the electoral
issues, but also in the broader political science discourse. Particularly in the context of the
upcoming 2026 regional elections, this opens up further possibilities for research.
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